


Adopted

Art medium Clay 2013

Blue berry Blueberry (Genus Vaccinium) 2001

Beverage Milk 1987

Bird Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) 1943

Blue Monday shad fry Blue Monday Shad Fry, East Acadia 2013

Butterfly Eastern tiger swallowtail (Papilio glaucus) 2012

Carnivorous plant Venus flytrap (Dionaea muscipula) 2005

Collard festival Ayden Collard Festival 2007

Colors Red and blue 1945

Community theater The Thalian Association, Wilmington 2007

Christmas tree Fraser fir (Abies fraseri) 2005

Dog Plott hound (Canis lupus familiaris) 1989

Flag Find out more... 1885

Flower Dogwood (Genus Cornus) 1941

Folk art Whirligigs created by Vollis Simpson 2013

Folk dance Clogging 2005

Fossil Fossilized teeth of the megalodon shark 2013

Freshwater trout Southern Appalachian strain of brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) 2005

Frog Pine barrens tree frog (Hyla andersonii) 2013

Fruit Scuppernong grape (Genus SYMBSCI) 2001

Great seal Find out more... 1893

Herring festival Herring Festival held in the Town of Jamesville 2011

Historical boat Shad boat 1987

Horse Colonial Spanish mustang (Equus ferus caballus) 2010

Insect Honeybee (Apis millifera) 1973

International festival Folkmoot USA 2003

Irish potato festival Albemarle Potato Festival, Elizabeth City 2009

Language English 1987

Mammal Grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) 1969

Marsupial Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana) 2013

Military academy Oak Ridge Military Academy, Oak Ridge 1991

Mineral Gold (Aurum) 2011

Northeastern watermelon festival Hertford County Watermelon Festival, Murfreesboro 1993

Peanut festival Dublin Peanut Festival 2013

Popular dance Shagging 2005

Precious stone Emerald 1973

Red berry Strawberry (Genus Fragaria) 2001

Reptile and emblem Eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina) 1979

Rock Granite 1979

Salamander Marbled salamander (Ambystoma opacum) 2013

Saltwater fish Channel bass or Red drum(Sciaenops ocellatus) 1971

Salute to flag Find out more... 2007

Shad festival Grifton Shad Festival 2011

Shrimp festival Sneads Ferry Shrimp Festival 2011

Shell Scotch bonnet (pronounced bonay) (Semicassis granulata) 1965

Song "The Old North State," words by William Gaston, music by Mrs. E. E. 
Randolph

1927

Southeastern watermelon festival Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival, Columbus County 1993

Sport Stock car racing 2011

Tartan Find out more... 1991

Toast "A Toast" to North Carolina 1957

Tree Pine (Genus Pinus) 1963

Vegetable Sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas) 1995

Wildflower Carolina lily (Lilium michauxii) 2003

State Motto: “Esse quam videri”
“To be, rather than to seem.”

Toast, The Tar Heel Toast

The following toast was officially adopted as the State 
Toast of North Carolina by the General Assembly of 
1957. (Session Laws, 1957, c. 777).

Here's to the land of the long leaf pine,
The summer land where the sun doth shine,
Where the weak grow strong and the strong grow great,
Here's to "Down Home," the Old North State!

Here's to the land of the cotton bloom white,
Where the scuppernong perfumes the breeze at night,
Where the soft southern moss and jessamine mate,
'Neath the murmuring pines of the Old North State!

Here's to the land where the galax grows,
Where the rhododendron's rosette glows,
Where soars Mount Mitchell's summit great,
In the "Land of the Sky," in the Old North State!

Here's to the land where maidens are fair,
Where friends are true and cold hearts rare,
The near land, the dear land, whatever fate,
The blest land, the best land, the Old North State!
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